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BITS Pilani
Linmnes up New
Research Focus -
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UGC NET: Whose “eligibility”
is ut stake, after all?

Rana Navar E .
T HE latest edition of the University Grants

Commission National Eligibility Test

(UGC NET) — held biannually — was
conducted on Sunday. This may be a good time to
question the rationale of this test. Over the years,
the UGC has displayed callous disregard for
ground realities, especially in the way in which the
NET has been perceived or conceptualxsed andis
being conducted.

The mandarins in the UGC seem to be llvmg in

a fool’s paradise if they think that by devising the
NET, they have stumbled upon the ultimate anti-
dote for everything that ails our system of higher
education. So much is wrong with our modes of
recruitment, right from the way interviews are pre-
fixed or rigged to the bias against merit and so
much more that it needs to be recast on priority.
" How we need to replace our existing, archaic
method of sclecting/rcjecting a candidate on the
basis of a few ‘stagey questions’ with a more
effective and practical mode of assessing him on
the basis of his performance in an actual class-
room situation is perhaps a matter for another
article. Though there is no denying the fact that
this exam is needed as a filter to identify the suit-
able candidates for lecturership, it is an €qual-
ly important fact that its present design/model
has made it into a poor, if not a completely
porous and an ineffective, filter.

First of all, how did UGC mandarins come to
this fallacious conclusion that Paper I, which is
mainly ‘a test of reasoning’, should be made

compulsory for all? Instead, wouldn’t it have *

been much better if they had devised an aptitude
test of some kind to evaluate the suitability of
the candidates for the job? What we need to
know is whether the candidates love teaching,
and have, the right kind of an attitude. towards
the students and are psychologically prepared to
undertake the multiple challenges of teaching.
By'insisting upon ‘a test of reasoning,” UGC
mandarins have only displayed their own pover-
ty, if not total bankruptcy of thought, which, in
any case, is reflected in virtually every decision
they take. Theirs is a typxcal case. of ‘decide in
hurry, and repent at leisyre.’
The test of reasoning ‘makes the entire process
of selection/rejection of prospective teachers

.

In its present form, this particular examination has become a way of keeping a
majorlty of the aspirants out of the charmed circle.

II and Paper 1117 So it’s time to dlspense with
Paper 1l completely. Paper I, provided it is
designed effectively, should be made the basis
of elimination in the first round. Only in case of
those candidates, Paper II (which should be the
only objective type paper) be evaluated who
manage to secure minimum 60 per cent marks
in Paper L. Paper I should be of two hours dura-
tion and have 60 questions (which should be real
brain teasers so that the candidates are made to

think and reflect. Somehow, this factor of crit-’

ical thinking is absent in the current dispensa-
tion), consisting of 120 marks.

While one may argue against the basic wisdom
of introducing an objective type test at thisylevel
(given the nature of some subjects, especially in

there, let’s talk of how it could be improved
upon. Paper II (objective type) should be of three

of the cases, even good students (who manage
10 secure more than 60 per cent marks in their
Masters) fail to qualify the NET. Are our man-
darins in the UGC trying to tell us that our sys-
tem of evaluation in the universities is so com-
pletely fauity that those who get more than 60
per cent in Masters don’t actually deserve to
clear the NET? .

The idea is not to eliminate potentially good can-
didates but to sift the potential teachers from those
who lack potential for teaching completely. Let us
not make total mockery of the system. Let us not
actin a whimsical and arbitrary manner (in which
the rest of the system works in our country), and
let us inject some element of ‘hunman agency’ into
our callous and inhuman practices.

s e ow IOGIRL SCIENGES, 404), languages). now, that it is,... Letusbe prepared toghanse.onr mages,of e¥akz

uation. We can't fail our next generation just
because we don’t have the right kind of ideas or

extremely-mechanisticy-and for. that reason, - hours duration and have 90. questions of fweo- wwearenot prepared totry.qut new ideas. Let’s be

very callous and inhuman. In fact, it is the
absence of ‘human agency’ in most of the deci-
sions of the UGC that often appalls one. For that
reason, I make a strong plea for replacing the test
of reasoning with a more humanistic idea of an
‘aptitude test’ to be prepared by some of the best
psychologists in the country, Or we may also
borrow a model for this purpose from the West.
Don’t we work with borrowed models in other
matters, too? .

Now that the UGC has introduced objective
type in Paper III, there is no justification, what-
soever, for continuing with Paper IT (which is
again objective type). Tell me, how will you, in
that case, effectively differentiate between Paper

marks each, with a total of 180 marks. The total

score in both the papers should not exceed 300. .

Only if a candidate secures 72 marks out of 120
(that is 60 per cent) in Paper I should his Paper
IT be evaluated and if he secures 55 per cent
(which is the minimum eligibility condition for
lecturership at the Masters level, too. After all,
there has to be some internal consistency in the
way in which we devise the minimym eligibil-
ity condition for lecturership), he should be
declared pass in the NET.

In its present form, this particular ¢examination
has become a way of keeping majority of the
aspirants out of the charmed circle, not a way
of testing their eligibility. As a result, in most

]

prepared for the overhaul and let’s do it sensibly.
Letus not become a laughing stock of all by mere-
ly flaunting our own poverty of thought.

If we make no efforts to bring about the nec-
essary changes in the current model of the NET,
then perhaps, it’s not the candidates’ but the ‘eli-
gibility’ of the UGC itself that shall be at stake.
Let us not forget that it is a body, tethering on
the brink of collapse. Aren't there efforts afoot
to replace it with the Knowledge Commission
(of whatever kind)?

‘

The writer is a Professor in the
Department of English and Cultural
Studies, Panjab University, Chandigarh
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Aakash 3 tablet is the next project for IIT- Bombay

Aartl Dhar

MUMBAI: Encouraged by the
overwhelifling response to Aa-
‘'kash-2 — India’s low-cost de-
vice for higher education —
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology-Bombay is already
planning the next edition of
the tablet that will work on a
SIM. A global tender is expect-
ed to be put out next month
for producing 50 lakh units of
Aakash-3. :

The proposed upgraded
tablet will also have a faster
processor, a higher memory
capacity and will function on
both the android operating
system and Linux. The chal-
lenge now is to ensure that
improved facilities do not in-

crease the price

As of now, Aakash-2 is being
purchased by the government
at Rs. 2,263 per unit, while the

price for students and institu- -

tions is Rs. 1,130. The Aa-
kash-2 has been distributed to
260 engineering - colleges
across the country so far. The
target is to train 1 lakh teach-
ers once every college and in-
stitution gets the device. “Our
ultimate aim is to imbibe the
usage of tablets in the educa-
tion system and create an eco-
system for this,” said Deepak
B. Phatak, Professor, Depart-
ment of Computer Science
and Engineering at IIT-Bom-
bay and member of the Stand-
ing Cammittee of the National
Mission on Education

through Information and
Communication Technology.
Over 1 lakh tablets have al-
ready been procured by the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development for distribution
to educational institutions.
- According to Prof. Phatak, it
was likely that there would be
multiple vendors for the tab-
lets instead of just one to de-
liver such a huge number,
“The companies that had
scoffed at us when we had sug-
gested a low cost device now
want to be associated with it,”
Prof. Phatak said, adding that
international companies such
as Samsung and Intel, too, had
shown keen interest in the

- project, in addition to several

Indian manufacturers. Indian

manufacturing for such a pro-
ject was a must, he explained.

Dismissing controversies
over the use of Chinese com-
ponents for the current ver-
sion, Prof. Phatak explained
that only a few countries such
as China, Korea and Taiwan
produced computer hardware
and even American manufac-
turers “used those compo-
nents. “Where are Apple’s
iphone manufactures,” he
sought to know.

By providing a SIM card
slot, Prof. Phatak said, the tab-
let could be converted into a
communication device. “The
dream is' to increase tablet
education usage in the coun-
try in the next 10 years,” he
said.
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(et ready forthe new JE

Thoroughly revise
CBSE syllabus and
treat all topics as
important

Anand Kumar
B hteducation®hindustantimes,com

ne thing that remains

unchanged in the new

Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) is that an
aspirant needs to have in-
depth knowledge of all sub-
Jeets. That is the key to suc-
cess. By now, you would need
to cover the full syllabus and
get into revision mode by solv-
ing a lot of practice tests. You
should prepare small notes
related to important formulae
and results,

Since Paper 1 of JEE Main
is likely to be objective-type,
the level of questions asked in
physics, chemistry and mathe-
matics is not likely to be very
high, The emphasis will now
be on what you have studied

in school because the syllabus
for paper 1 of the new JEE will
be based on the Central Board
of Secondary Education

_{CBSE) curriculum, The

responsibility of setting ques-
tions will be on experts from
the CBSE, though the team
will also have professors from
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs).

Knowing the IITs, however,
one can expect brain-teasers,
which will require you to get
your concepts clear for differ-
ent subjects. The papers will
test not only your knowledge,
but your aptitude, speed as

P1

well as accuracy. So, for excel-
lence, a good command over
subjects will be necessary.
Ensure that you revise the
chapters given in the NCERT
books first to be able to get
your concepts clear. With
school board marks also get-
ting weightage, school teach-
ing can really help. Regular
practice of single-choice ques-
tions asked in previous exami-
nations really helps. Make
sure you understand what you
are doing, Mere ticking of
options may not be the right
way. Attempting single-choice
questions from previous
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years’ IIT-JEE will also help
you crack paper 1.

Your focus should always be
oh getting your concepts clear
and understanding the topics
well. There are times when
students try to be thorough
only with important topics
from the point of view of the
JEE, but that is not the right
way. Total focus on a particu-
lar topic can be problematie,
as you never know which
topic will have more ques-
tions. The best way is to give
equal importance to all topics.
For instance, a student who
decides to skip probability
and gives more importance to
quadratic equation, can
repent later. In the new JEE,
it is difficult to ascertain what
trend will be set.

Finally, confidence holds the
key. And for building confi-
dence, regular practice is the
only way. Still, if you come
across difficult questions
while writing the exam, there
is no need to get nervous.
There may be a few questions
that will be difficult for most
candidates. Keep your confi-
dence high, for cut-off in the
JEE can really fluctuate,

The author is founder, Super 30

LY
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CHANGING ENVIRONMENT

Consolidation continues in India’s coaching industry

PRADEED GRUR/MIT

By PrasHaNT K. NaANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELH|

he consolidation in India’s

fragmented and unregulat-
ed test preparation industry
continues with smaller local
entities getting acquired by
bigger ones. The latest is listed
coaching company MT Edu-
care Ltd acquiring a majority
stake in Lakshya, a chain that
prepares aspirants for admis-
sion to the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs).

The trend has picked up
largely because of three rea-
sons—a change in education
policy, the modification of
exam formats and efforts by
leading test-prep companies to
expand their portfelio. For
smaller companies it's a ques-
tion of survival as a merger or
partnership with a bigger enti-
ty allows them to be competi-
tive in a changing environ-
‘ment. :

In the last three years, the

Common  Admission  Test
(CAT) conducted by the Indian
Institutes of Management

(I1Ms) has gone online. The
civil service exams have be-
come more like CAT by adopt-
ing an aptitude test. In May,
the government decided to
give 40% weightage to school
board marks in engineering
college admissions.

The implementation of a
single, online entrance system
for selection into all engineer-
ing colleges including IITs has
made it difficult for smaller
coaching centres without the
capability of delivering nation-
al-level tests. Adding to this is
the stress on English language
capability in both CAT and the
civil service exams and the
growth of a blended tutoring

format that combines elements
of the classroom with distance
education.

“The education scenario has
changed and you just cannot
have the same mindset you
used to have seven or eight
years back,” said Satya Naray-
anan R., chairman of CL Edu-
cate (formerly Career Launch-
er), a leading coaching chain.
“Now, all the key exams need
expertise and not all have that.
So consolidation is happening.
People with different expertise
are coming together to fulfil
the demand.”

CL Educate has made at
least three acquisitions in the
last five years, the most recent
having been in December
2011, when it took over G.K.
Publications, a Noida-based
publisher of competitive exam
books. The acquisition has
helped CL expand distance-
mode tutoring, in which books
from the institute are an inte-
gral part. Before that it had ac-
quired Arun Roy Classes, an
IIT test-prep chain in Mahar-
ashtra, and Law School Tutori-
al in north India.

“Those who thought organ-
ized classroom tutoring is a
choice in a postal tutoring era,
missed out on market share,”
the CL Educate chairman said.
“Now, those who are thinking
classroom is the only mode
will miss out too. You have to
think of the digital mode too.”

For instance, Brilliant Tuto-
rials, once a market leader, is
not as dominant. Brilliant uses
the CL platform for classes in
north and east India. The
change in education policy

makes it imperative for smaller
companies like Lakshya to tie
up with a bigger organization.
“MT is a leader in school
preparation and we are for IIT-

p-4
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Learning curve:
say experts.

JEE (joint entrance examina-
tion),” said Vamsi Krishna, co-
founder, Lakshya, started in
2006 by four IIT graduates and
having built up a presence in
Punjab. “With the change in
education  policy, joining
hands (with MT) will provide
complete training to aspir-
ants—from schools to 1IT.”

The test-prep industry is be-
coming organized and some
are now professionally run
companies, he said.

Yagnesh Sanghrajka, chief
financial officer of MT, de-

The test-prep industry is becoming organized and some are now professionally run firms,

scribed their deal as a “back-
ward-forward integration of
business. Earlier, we were
serving students for four years
(in school board preparation)
and now they will stay with us
for seven to eight years”.

If a coaching institute has a
good reputation in school
preparation, their students will
feel comfortable staying with it
when he or she seeks to get
into engineering or medical
school, said Dilip Nayak, a
Class 11 student in south Del-
hi. “I don’t understand their

business but for a student it's
more about trust and comfort,”
he said.

A school education system
that's patchy in quality and
unable to keep up with grow-
ing aspirations among Indians
will fuel growth in the coach-
ing industry, according to ex-
perts and the industry.

The tutorial business is ex-
pected to grow to 75,629
crore in 2014-15 from 40,187
crore in 2010-11, according to
a Crisil Research report.

Sensing that the business
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was set to expand, Educomp
Solutions Ltd acquired Vidya-
mandir Classes in 2010 and
Triumphant Institute of Man-
agement Education Pvt. Ltd
(TIME) took a majority stake in
Veta, an English language
training chain in south India.

The acquisition made Edu-
comp a complete education
company catering to students
from school to higher educa-
tion and finally the job market. -
For TIME, the acquisition was
aimed at making its MBA
coaching more robust.

“India is a young country
and the demand for education
will grow. So it's natural that
coaching as a sub segment will
grow,” said Soumya Kanti,
chief executive of Educomp
Global at Educomp Solutions.
“We as an education company
want to get involved with stu-
dents from pre-school to get-
ting job ready.”

While some are already part
of the consolidation process,
other leading names are look-
ing to see whether there are
any opportunities.

“The coaching industry is
now getting corporatized. Con-
solidation is a sign of maturi-
ty,” said Aakash Chaudhry, di-
rector, Aakash Educational
Services, a leading engineeting
and medical tutorial chain.
“Like any other sector, it's now
passing through a critical
phase that's good for stu-
dents.”

As Aakash seeks to expand
its base from north to south In-
dia, it too is ready to “shake
hands” with regional players.
“We will like vertical integra-
tion—if we are in the under-
graduate space, maybe we
would go for synergy in the
postgraduation space.”

TIME said in an email that
while the company is achiev-
ing “creditable organic
growth”, it too is “actively pur-
suing acquisition opportuni-
ties in the field of education
and training”.
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Israel grants scholarships to 66 Indian scholars

Each awardee to receive about 314.7
lakh a year for three years

Vandana Ramnani
' ® vandana.ramnani@hindustantimes.com

S many as 66 Indian

postdoctoral scholars

will travel to [srael in
the coming months to pur-
sue research at top universi-
ties. The researchers will
benefit from three-year .
scholarships granted by the
government of [srael.

In the framework of the
scholarship programme, fel-
lows from IIT Delhi,
Osmania University, univer-
sities in Delhi, Lucknow,
Kolkata, Mumbai and other

leading academic institu-
tions in India will conduct
research in a wide variety of
fields, including immunolo-
£y, genetics, neurobiology,
bio-informatics, computer
seiences, law and econom-
ics. The research wilt be
undertaken at leading uni-
versities in Israel, namely,
the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, the Technion -
Israel Institute of
Technology, Tel Aviv
University, Haifa University,
Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev, the Weizmann
Institute of Science and the

Open University of Israel.
“The annual amount per
scholar is 100,000 shekel
(NIS) that is equivalent to
about %14.7 lakh a year, for
three years. Of this sum,
two thirds are given directly
by the government and one
third by the university
(which is also government
supported). The criteria for
selection are academic

excellence of the candidate,
"academic value of the

research proposal and inter-
est of the concerned univer-
sity department in the sub-
ject matter,” officials from
the Israeli Embassy said,
This postdoctoral scholar-
ship initiative was conceived

" during the visit of Israel’s

finance minister Yuval

Steinitz to India in
December 2011, Steinitz had
met then HRD minister
Kapil Sibal and the two
pledged their support to
bolster Indo-Israel academ-
ie cooperation.

A call for research propos-
als for yet another round of
this postdoctoral scholar-
ship programme has already
been announced.
Applications can be
submitted through Israeli
universities. “The second .
round means that in addi-
tion to those who have '
already received the schol-
arships, Indian researchers

. can apply for another round

of scholarships (potentially
up to 100 in number),” the
officials said. .
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Major institutions ring in the New Year with a host of fresh
features from hostels and labs to more fellowships

HT Education Correspondent

» hiod @hind com

t's not just the University of

Delhi which is in the throes

of momentous change (for
example, replacing the three-
year degree with a four-year
course). Institutions in differ-
ent parts of the country are
entering the New Year with a
host of plans ranging from
hew courses, online admis-
sion system to improved
infrastructure and CCTV
cameras. Here’s a look at
sotne of them ’

T MADRAS

This tech instituticn is all set
to make a splash in the new _
year. An Olympic-size swim-
ming pool for the students
and faculty is expected to be
ready in 2013. There will be
new hostels for male {about
550} and female (about 800)
students as well as for mar-
ried research scholars, tak-
ing the total capacity to more
than 8000 hostel seats.
Another new feature is the ¥9
crore High Performance
Computer, currently ranked
224 in the world and an
advanced Tunnelling
Electron Microscope, only
the third in the country,
informs Bhaskar
Ramamurthi, director.

Students can also look for-
ward to a completely
revamped workshop with
intelligent machining centres,
a new incubation centre

including a bio-incubator and
“the country’s only universi-
ty-based Research Park fully
occupied with 50-plus com-
panies collaborating with
students and faculty,” says
Ramamurthi,

There are also 40 new
members of the faculty
recruited from top
universities in the world.

JAMIA MILLIA ISLAMIA

The university aims to consol-
idate its current initiatives in
academics and administra-
tion. “The concept of smart,
classrooms will be introduced
across all faculties. We will
also focus on making the cam-
pus more clean and hygienic.
We wish to improve the quali-
ty of all programmes and cur-
ricula. Earlier, we had intro-
duced a concept of transfer of
credits at the faculty of social
sciences and humanities and
languages. There is a proposal
to introduce it across faculties
and departments from 2013-
14. For instance, a student
who is majoring in history will
be able to transfer credits
from Islamic architecture,
Similarly, a civil engineering
student can take credits in
architecture and social
sciences,” says SM Sajid,
registran

UNIVERSITY OF HYDERABAD

For the first time, this
Central-government universi-
ty has advanced the admis-
sion schedule so that the aca-
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intend to organise some conferences and seminars that will
focus on real world interdisciplinary challenges,” says
Shekhar Chaudhari, director, IIM Calcutta.

PUNE UNIVERSITY

The University of Pune is
locking at improving safe-
ty for students in and
around the campus. The
brutal gangrape of the 23-
e year-old braveheart of

%1+ Delhi has necessitated

* renewed focus on this
demic year can begin in July, vital area. “We want to
says an official, While till install CCTV cameras in
2012, it used to put out the  strategic locations around
admission notification in the university campus,”
April and hold the entrance  says Vasudev Gade, vice chancellor,
test in the first week of June,

now the advertisement is 1iM SHILLONG
already out, the application
process is online and the
written competition is slated
for February 21-26, 2013.

This year, the Indian Institute of Management Shillong is
going to concentrate on organising short- and long-term
courses for local tribal communities at highly subsidised

This PG and research insti- rates. Students are involved in designing and imparting these

tution is also starting a two-
year master’s programme in
public health and a five-year
integrated master’s in
oceanography.

In addition, as per official
information, it is expected to

courses, One of the proposed courses is on microfinance, ITM
Shillong has already organised many management develop-
ment programmes and collaberated with different govern-
ment and non-government agencies for launching different
programmes on topics like entrepreneurship, capacity and
skill building (marketing handierafts, indigenous food items . .
ete) for the local tribes, says Keya Sengupta, director. e

open two new hostels which

will house about 1600 male  FYNNFERIMITIE : _
students on campus. At pres- . — .

ent, about 80% of its 5000 “Strengthening safety measures for our university students,

particularly women students, is a priority in the coming year”
says Arun Kumar Grover, vice chancellor

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY S .

enrolees are hostellers.

T KANPUR .

“The focus for the coming . . .

year will be on identifying new The number of fellowships is likely to be increasedinthe -
areas of interdisciplinary coming year. New building/s will come up for the School of
research and engaging stu-  Social Seiences, School of Language, Literature and Culture .
dents with a greater number ~ Studies and School of International Studies. New hostels and
of research projects,” says research labs are also likely to be set up. The university is
Indraneel Manna, director. working in association with the ministry of social justice to

make the campus barrier free for the differently-abled
UM CALCUTTA S students. Remedial classes are also being planned for maths
. : and computer science students,

“We want our students to be
suitably apprised of contem-
porary challenges in the
domain of economics, inter-
national trade and law and
politics so that they can be
more effective managers.
Keeping this in mind we

Continued on page 4
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It i1s time to ‘switch off’ work

Co’s Wean Staff From E- Dewces To Balance Job & Life

TanyaMohn

esolutions to change beha-
Rviour are common at this

timeof year, but theyusual-
ly involve exercising more or
smoking less. Now, some compa-
nies are adopting policies aimed
at weaning employees from their
electronicdevices.

Atos, an international infor-
mation technology company,
plans to phase out all e-mails
among employees by the end of
2013 and rely instead on other
forms of communication, And
starting in the new year, employ-
ees at Daimler, the German auto-
maker, can have incoming e-mail
automatically deleted during va-
cations so they donot returntoa
flooded in-box. An automatic
message tells the sender which
berson is temporarily dealing
with theemployee’s e-mail,

Noone isexpected tobeoncall
at all hours of the day and night,
and “switching off” after work is
important, “even if you are on a
business trip,” said Sabrina
Schrimpf, a Daimler spokeswo-
man, referring to the company’s
recently released report, “Bal-
anced!—Reconciling Employees’
Work and Private Lives”.

Disconnecting can be more
challenging for business travell-
ers who frequently work across
time zones. And there is a ripple
effect, said Leslie A Perlow, a pro-
fessor of leadership at Harvard
Business School and the author of
“Sleeping With Your Smart-
rhone”, “These guys fly in the
middle of the night and send e-
mails back to colleagues” who
waitup, ready torespond.

A study conducted last spring

NO NEED TO BE ON CALL 24X7

© MM Productions/Corhis

by the Pew Research Centerfound
that while mobile phones were
valued as a way to stay produc-
tive, there were downsides to be-
ing available at all times.

The nationwide survey of
2,254 adults found that 44% of
cellphone owners had slept with
their phone next to their bed and
that 67% had experienced “phan-
tom rings”, checking their phone
even when it wasnot ringing.

Sam Chapman, chief execu-
tive of Empower Public Relations
in Chicago, was one such cell-
phone user. He said he frequently
checked email in the middle of
the night and as result slept poor-
ly, did not feel refreshed in the
morning. I wanted to make sure
that what happened to me didn’t
happen to my employees.”

So Chapman adopted what he
called a BlackBerry blackout pol-
icy. He and his staff of about 20

turn off their BlackBerrysfromé
pmto 6 am on weekdays and com-
pletely on weekends for all work-
related use, with rare exceptions,
“When I'm well rested, I show up
towork ready togo,” he said.

But it is not always easy. In

early 2012, when Michelle Barry, -

Mark Jacobsen and a third part-
ner created Centric Brand An-
thropology, a Seattle-based com-
pany that advises clients on
brand strategy, design and cul-
ture management, they gave seri-
ous thought to the issue.

“A huge priority for us was to
have a good balance between
work-life,” said Jacobsen, Cen-
tric’s vice president and creative
director. “Yet we have found that
very difficult to do while working
with large multinational cli-
ents,” which often require inter-
national travel and constant
availability svTneEwsSERVICE

Celebrating ‘flag
day’: Internet
turns 30 quietly

London: The internet, a revolu-
tionary and cheap communica-
tions system that has trans-
formed the lives of billions of
peopleacrosstheworld, turned30
on Tuesday. .

The computer network offi-
cially began its technelogical rev-
olution when it fully substituted
previous networking systems on
January 1 1983. Known as “flag
day”, it was the first time the US
department of defence (DoD)-
commissioned Arpanet network
fully switched to use of the inter-
net protocol suite (IPS) communi-
cations system.

Using data “packet-switch-
ing”, the new method of linking
computers paved the way for the
arrival of the World Wide Web.

“I dor’t think that anybody
making that switch on the day
would have realized the impor-
tance of what they were doing,”
theDaily Telegraph quoted Chris
Edwards, an electronics corre-
spondent for Engineering and
Technology magazine, as saying.

“But without it the internet
and the World Wide Web as we
know it teday could not have
happened.”

. Based ondesignsby Welsh sci-
entist Donald Davies, the Arpa-
net network began as a military
project in the late 1960s.

It was developed at presti-
gious American universities and
research laboratories, suchasthe
University of California, Los An-
geles (UCLA)and the StanfordRe-
search Institute. en
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Teens’ internet usage unsafe:
31% meet ‘friends’ online

TIMES NEW S NETWORK

New Delhi: The gap between
what parents think their teenag-
ers do online and what they ac-
tually do 1= alarmingly large.
Most parents trust their kids to
keep them informed of their ac-
tivities, believe they’ll becareful
enough to keep personal infor-
mation to themselves and resist
accessing porn sites, giving in
only a few times in a vear. They
are wrong. A sizeable section of
teens — 55% across India, 35.9%
in Delhi -willminimize screens,
erase browser history and cir-
cumventor disable parental con-
trol to avoid monitoring. But
they are far leas careful when it
comes to protecting themselves
online — large numbers have
ghared mobile numbers, ad-
dresses, photos of themselves in
“revealing clothes” and even
photos of them “illegally intoxi-
cated.” And afrighteninglylarge
section — 21% - has met ‘friends’
theymade online.

A study conducted by securi-
ty firm, McAfee, sought replies
from 757 teens and 700 parents
acrosssevencities—Delhi, Mum-
bai, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hydera-
bad, Pune and Chennai —to geta
handle onwhatitisexactlyteens
do online. They surf more porn,
get into fights and explore ways

of cheating at tests much more
than parentsareready tobelieve,
The study, “The Secret Life of In-
dian Teens Online,” was con-
ducted inother countriesaswell.
And one of the differences be-
tween India and Australia and
the U8 is that a majority of teens
access Net throughsmartphones
in India. Another is that Indian
teens are very active on a large
number and wariety of social
networking sites.

The vast majority of the re-
spondents - 97% — has access to
social networking and the aver-
ageage at which teensget started
is 18, However, McAfee's Indian
‘eybermum’, Anindita Mishra,
said at the release of the report.
thatshesuspectstheaverage age
at which they start i= actually

Of all parents
surveyed, those in
Delhi had the ‘lowest
concernrates’ about
their teens sharing
details online

lower, As part of the conceal-
mentstrategy kids havelearnt to
disguize their age online. “Kids
change their age and sometimes
parents know about this. T have
received friend-requests from
lkids who are definitely younger
than13,"Mishra had said.

As ageneration that's always
been surrounded by technology
teens are more familiar with its
ways than adults - 51% parents
are helped by teens. While this
role-reversal mavmake monitor-
ingdifficult -parents are known
to get their kids to install soft-
ware suites meant to track their
activities — it"s still better than
ignoring the issue altogether
The 75% of parents who say
“modern  technology  over-
whelms them™ would do well to
get involved and learnthe ropes,
even if it is from their sons and
daughters. Delhi parents, of all
parents surveyed, apparently
had the “lowest concern rates”
about their teens sharing per-
sonal details online.
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Celebrating ‘flag
day”: Internet
turns 30 quietly

London: The internet, a revolu-
fionary and cheap communica-
fions system that has trans-
formed the lives of billions of
people acrossthe world, turned 20
on Tuesday:

The computer networlk offi-
cially began its technological rew-
olution when it fully substituted
previous networkiing systems on
January 1 1983, Known as “flag
dav”, it was the first time the U8
department of defence (DoD)-
commissioned Arpanet network
fullv switched to use of the inter-
net protocol suite (TIPS communi-
cationssystem.

Using data “packet-switch-
ing”, the new method of linking
com puters paved the way for the
arrival of the World Wide Web.

“1 don't think that anybody
making that switch on the day
would have realized the impor-
tance of what they were doing,”
theDaily Telegraph quoted Chris
Edwards, an electronics corre-
gpondent for Engineering and
Technology magazine, as saying.

“But without it the internet
and the World Wide Web as we
know it today could not hawe
happened.™

Basedon designs by Welsh sci-
entist Donald Davies, the Arpa-
net network began as a military
project in the late 1960s,

It was developed at presti-
glous American universities and
research laboratories, such asthe
University of California, Los An-
geles(UCLAY and the Stanford Re-
search Institute. gn



